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Abstract  

Precision agriculture and agro-technology are merging to revolutionize medicinal plant 

cultivation by enhancing efficiency, quality, and sustainability. Advanced technologies such 

as IoT-based smart farming, artificial intelligence, remote sensing, and data analytics 

optimize resource utilization while promoting the production of bioactive metabolites and 

stress-tolerant crops. These innovations enable real-time monitoring of soil health, climate 

conditions, and plant growth, leading to increased yields and reduced environmental 

impact. Sustainable practices, including precision irrigation, green pest management, and 

controlled environment agriculture, further contribute to resource efficiency and 

biodiversity conservation. By integrating cutting-edge technologies with eco-friendly 

approaches, precision agriculture ensures sustainable medicinal plant production for the 

pharmaceutical, nutraceutical, and herbal industries. This review provides a 

comprehensive analysis of the evolution, challenges, and future prospects of precision 

farming in medicinal plants, highlighting its transformative role in advancing agricultural 

sustainability and fostering high-quality medicinal crop production. 
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1. Introduction 

The combination of agro-technology and precision agriculture is revolutionizing medicinal plant growth into a 

qualitative, efficient, and sustainable venture. Precision agriculture integrates advanced technologies such as the 

Internet of Things (IoT), artificial intellig ence (AI), remote sensing, and data analytics to optimize the use of 

resources, enhance the yield of bioactive metabolites, and raise the level of resistance in medicinal plants(Yin et 

al., 2021). The deployment of these smart agriculture practices facilitates real-time tracking of the soil condition, 

weather changes, and crop development, leading to enhanced production with fewer environmental damages(Xi 

et al., 2022). 

IoT-based precision agriculture has introduced sensor-based monitoring systems that keep track of significant 

parameters such as soil moisture, temperature, pH value, and nutrient status(Yin et al., 2021). These monitoring 

systems offer real-time information, enabling farmers to make informed decisions based on data to optimize 

irrigation and fertilization while reducing water and chemical use(Ayoub Shaikh et al., 2022). Machine learning 

and AI algorithms are essential in predictive analytics, providing early disease detection, yield prediction, and 

climate adaptation measures(Niazian & Niedbała, 2020). 

Remote sensing tools, such as drones and satellite imagery, allow for high-definition crop monitoring, early 

disease diagnosis, and precision pesticide spraying(Hafeez et al., 2023). Drone farming has been shown to be an 

effective and non-destructive method of monitoring plant health at a relatively low cost, greatly minimizing the 

reliance on manual labor while maximizing production efficiency(Hafeez et al., 2023). 

 
1 Department of Data Science and Artificial Intelligence; 2 & 3Department of Computer Science; Himachal 

Pradesh University, Summerhill, Shimla, India 
*Corresponding Author: sanjeevkhan.hpu@gmail.com 
 

Received: 07 March 2025 

Accepted: 07 April 2025 

 

www.exegiumscholarlypress.com 



 

Académique Journal of Quality                Khan et al 

2 | P a g e  A p r i l  2 0 2 5        Exegium Scholarly Press 
 

Another key area of precision agriculture in the cultivation of medicinal plants is controlled environment 

agriculture (CEA). The use of vertical farming, hydroponics, and aeroponics for support promotes biodiversity 

conservation, efficiency in resource use, and production throughout the year(Xi et al., 2022). Smart greenhouses 

with AI-based automation systems control temperature, humidity, and CO₂ concentration to provide the best 

growing conditions for medicinal crops(Javaid et al., 2023). 

In addition, blockchain technology application in agri-supply chains promotes traceability and the safety and 

authenticity of medicinal plant products(Sharma et al., 2022). Such openness is important in the pharmaceutical 

and nutraceutical markets, where quality assurance and regulatory compliance are paramount (Mondejar et al., 

2021).  

This review provides an exhaustive overview of the history, challenges, and prospects of precision farming in 

medicinal plants. It is a showcase of the revolutionizing role of agro-technology in medicinal plant cultivation, 

with implications for researchers, policymakers, and industry players. 

2. Evolution of Precision Agriculture and Agrotech in Medicinal Plant Cultivation 
 

2.1 Traditional vs. Modern Approaches to Medicinal Plant Farming 

Traditional medicinal plant cultivation has largely relied on local knowledge, human labor, and organic 

fertilization methods, resulting in irregular yields and inconsistent concentrations of bioactive compounds 

(Rahmat et al., 2021). Farmers tend to use visual inspection and experience-driven decision-making for planting 

and harvesting, which may lead to irregular crop quality and poor resource allocation (Mondejar et al., 2021). 

Conversely, contemporary agriculture employs AI, IoT, and sensor-based automation, greatly enhancing the 

efficiency of resources, consistency in yields, and production of bioactive compounds (Javaid et al., 2023). 

Predictive models based on AI help farmers determine the best times to plant and harvest, resulting in improved 

quality medicinal plants with better pharmaceutical traits (Mondejar et al., 2021). All these advances help ensure 

medicinal plant cultivation meets the increasing demands of the pharmaceutical, nutraceutical, and herbal 

industries while enhancing sustainable agricultural practice. 

 

Table 1 Traditional vs. Modern Approaches to Medicinal Plant Farming 

 

 

Table 1 compares traditional and modern approaches in farming techniques, yield consistency, technology use, 

harvesting efficiency, and bioactive compound production. 

Aspect Traditional Approach Modern Approach 

Farming Techniques Traditional knowledge, manual labor, organic 

enrichment (Rahmat et al., 2021) 

AI, IoT, automation based on sensors 

(Javaid et al., 2023) 

Yield Consistency Irregular yields, inconsistent bioactive 

compound concentration (Rahmat et al., 

2021) 

Maximized use of resources, uniform 

quality of crops (Rahmat et al., 2021) 

Technology Use Low or no application of technology (Javaid 

et al., 2023) 

Predictive farming models powered by AI 

(Javaid et al., 2023) 

Harvesting 

Efficiency 

Experience and visual inspection-based 

harvesting (Mondejar et al., 2021) 

Optimal periods of planting and harvesting 

predicted by AI (Mondejar et al., 2021) 

Bioactive Compound 

Production 

Inconsistent and variable due to 

environmental conditions (Mondejar et al., 

2021) 

Optimized using precision farming 

methods (Mondejar et al., 2021) 
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2.2 Technological Advancements and Their Impact on Medicinal Plant Production 

The combination of remote sensing, machine learning, and big data analysis has transformed the cultivation of 

medicinal plants through enhanced yield prediction, stress resistance, and disease detection (Ayoub Shaikh et 

al., 2022). Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) and drones with multispectral cameras allow real-time monitoring 

of crop health, allowing early detection of pests and diseases (Xi et al., 2022). 

Furthermore, automated irrigation and nutrient supply systems reduce water loss while providing ideal 

conditions for plant growth (Yin et al., 2021). Blockchain technology also improves medicinal plant supply 

chains by providing product authenticity and traceability (Vaou et al., 2021). 

2.3 Integration of Precision Agriculture with Sustainable Practices 

Recent precision agriculture combines sustainable practices like controlled-environment agriculture (CEA), 

hydroponics, and microbial bio fertilizers to reduce the environmental footprint of medicinal plant cultivation 

(Mittal et al., 2020). Application of bio inoculants, cover cropping, and sustainable pest management practices 

improves soil quality and biodiversity conservation and minimizes the reliance on chemical pesticides and 

synthetic fertilizers (Bongomin et al., 2020). 

3. Advanced Technologies in Precision Farming for Medicinal Plants 

3.1 IoT-Based Smart Farming: Real-Time Monitoring of Soil, Climate, and Plant Health 

The use of IoT in the cultivation of medicinal plants has facilitated autonomous real-time sensing of soil 

humidity, temperature, and plant conditions through wireless sensor networks (WSN) (Rizan et al., 2024). 

IoT-based automation technology in smart greenhouses controls CO₂ levels, humidity, and light to produce 

consistent bioactive compounds (Taneja et al., 2023). Smart irrigation technology increases water efficiency and 

nutrient uptake, maximizing the use of resources in medicinal crop cultivation (Sharma et al., 2022). 

The smart greenhouse system architecture is illustrated in Figure 1, where various sensors and components 

interact through a central control unit. 

Figure 1: IoT Sensor in a Smart Greenhouse for Medicinal Plants 
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3.2 Artificial Intelligence & Data Analytics: Yield Optimization, Stress Tolerance, and Predictive Analytics 

Predictive analytics powered by AI enable farmers to maximize the application of nutrients, identify stress 

conditions in plants, and recognize disease outbreaks in the early stages (Monteiro & Santos, 2022).  

Machine learning algorithms parse past weather, soil condition, and crop well-being data to suggest ideal 

planting and harvesting patterns (Javaid et al., 2023). Computer vision methods powered by AI also automate 

pest identification and precision spraying and minimize the need for chemical pesticides (Rahmat et al., 2021). 

3.3 Remote Sensing & GIS: Crop Monitoring and Resource Management 

Remote sensing methods like drones, LiDAR, and GIS analytics offer fine-grained crop health information that 

makes site-specific treatments possible for maximum nutrient utilization and pest management (Xi et al., 2022). 

GIS mapping supports land use planning, climate resilience, and biodiversity conservation for sustainable 

cultivation practices of medicinal plants (Bongomin et al., 2020). 

3.4 Controlled Environment Agriculture: Enhancing Biodiversity and Sustainable Production 

Different technologies of Controlled Environment Agriculture (CEA), like hydroponics and aeroponics, ensure 

the ideal environment for medicinal plant cultivation through control of temperature, humidity, and nutrients fed 

to plants(Yin et al., 2021). 

he CEA involves the application of LED light, climate-controlled chambers, and AI-automation in such a manner 

that medicinal plants are treated with minimized agricultural loss(Sharma et al., 2022). 

4. Sustainable Practices in Medicinal Plant Cultivation 

4.1 Precision Irrigation: Water Efficiency and Soil Conservation 

Drip irrigation and computerized moisture-level-based watering systems are precision irrigation methods that 

save water use without inducing soil erosion and salinity accumulation(Ayoub Shaikh et al., 2022). 

These intelligent irrigation systems make water times dynamically change according to input from the sensor of 

the soil moisture in order to enable successful cultivation of medicinal plants without water wastage(Javaid et 

al., 2023). 

The layout of the drip irrigation system, including water distribution and soil moisture monitoring, is illustrated 

in Figure 2. 

 
Figure 2: Drip Irrigation System Layout 
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4.2 Green Pest Management: Eco-Friendly Approaches to Pest Control 

Organic pest control methods, such as biological control agents, companion planting, and pheromone traps, 

minimize the use of synthetic pesticides while maintaining beneficial insect populations(Vaou et al., 2021). For 

instance, microbial biopesticides like Bacillus thuringiensis and Beauveria bassiana control pest population 

without affecting the surrounding ecosystem effectively(Mittal et al., 2020). 

Figure 3 presents a pictorial representation of various biological control methods used in sustainable agriculture. 

Figure 3: Biological Control Methods 

4.3 Soil Health & Biodiversity Conservation: Ensuring Long-Term Sustainability 

Soil health is very important for sustainable medicinal plant production. Organic fertilizers, green manure, and 

biochar amendments enhance soil fertility, structure, and microbial diversity(Rahmat et al., 2021). Conservation 

programs like agroforestry, crop rotation, and polyculture help improve the resilience of ecosystems, ensuring 

sustainable production of medicinal plants over a long term(Bongomin et al., 2020). 

5. Data Sources and Methodology 

5.1 Review of Scientific Literature, Case Studies, and Empirical Research 

This research is grounded on a comprehensive review of scientific literature, case studies, and empirical studies 

on precision agriculture, agro-technology, and medicinal plant farming. A systematic search was performed using 

databases like PubMed, ScienceDirect, Google Scholar, and Web of Science to find relevant research articles 

published between 2015 and 2025. The review comprised peer-reviewed journal papers, conference papers, 

patents, and industry reports on the utilization of IoT, AI, remote sensing, GIS, and machine learning in the 

optimization of the growth of medicinal plants. Journal papers on the application of nanotechnology in 

agriculture and its impact on soil fertility as well as crop yield were also considered. 

5.2 Analytical Approach to Assessing Technological Impacts 

The technology effect of precision agriculture was measured by comparing the conventional and new approaches 

(Xi et al., 2022). Crop yield, resource efficiency, production of bioactive metabolites, and environmental 

sustainability were the key performance indicators (KPIs) employed to analyze the efficiency of smart farming 

practices(Javaid et al., 2023). Machine learning models were tested for predictive analytics, stress tolerance, and 
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disease detection(Monteiro & Santos, 2022). Meta-analysis of existing research helped in identifying the trends 

of autonomous irrigation, integrated green pest control, and CEA (Bongomin et al., 2020). 

5.3 Comparative Evaluation of Different Agrotech Interventions 

Comparative analysis involved research on IoT-based precision agriculture, decision-making platforms based on 

AI, and satellite imaging for monitoring crops in real-time(Niazian & Niedbała, 2020). Case studies from 

medicinal plant plantations were studied to examine the economic feasibility and scalability of the technologies 

(Fitzgerald et al., 2020). 

Furthermore, their adoption challenges were explored, namely cost obstacles, technical expertise lacunas, and 

infrastructure constraints(Ayoub Shaikh et al., 2022). 

6. Results and Discussion 

6.1 Impact of Precision Farming on Resource Efficiency, Yield, and Environmental Sustainability 

Combination of IoT sensors, AI-powered analytics, and drone monitoring has greatly enhanced the efficiency of 

resources and crop output in medicinal plant cultivation(Vaou et al., 2021). Precision irrigation systems lower 

water loss up to 40%, while AI-powered nutrient management enhances the concentration of bioactive 

compounds by 25% (Mittal et al., 2020). In addition, GIS and remote sensing technologies have helped in 

environmental sustainability through the provision of accurate land-use planning and conservation of 

biodiversity(Sharma et al., 2022). 

6.2 Role of Technology in Stress Tolerance and Bioactive Metabolite Production 

Predictive models based on AI and automated growth chambers have improved stress resistance in medicinal 

plants, enabling uniform metabolite production under fluctuating climatic conditions (Rahmat et al., 2021). In 

addition, biotechnological strategies like CRISPR gene editing and microbial inoculants have also promoted the 

production of pharmacologically active compounds in medicinal plants (Xi et al., 2022). 

6.3 Challenges in Adopting and Scaling Precision Agriculture for Medicinal Plants 

Despite its advantages, precision agriculture's scalability to cultivate medicinal plants is confronted with 

numerous challenges that encompass high initial capital, lacking technical skills, and poor infrastructure in 

developing countries (Bongomin et al., 2020). 

Furthermore, privacy of data, cybersecurity threats, and inter-operability of IoT devices continue to be strong 

impediments for mass adoption (Ayoub Shaikh et al., 2022). 

6.4 Implications for the Pharmaceutical, Nutraceutical, and Herbal Industries 

The innovations in precision farming have significantly influenced the pharmaceutical and nutraceutical sectors, 

providing uniform quality, traceability, and sustainable procurement of medicinal plants(Javaid et al., 2023). 

Also, the use of supply chain management blockchain has improved regulatory compliance and authenticity of 

products and thus consumer trust in herbal markets of medicine(Monteiro & Santos, 2022). 

7. Conclusion and Future Prospects 

7.1 Key Findings and Insights from the Review 

This review points out that precision agriculture, facilitated by IoT, AI, remote sensing, and data analytics, has 

revolutionized medicinal plant cultivation by improving efficiency, sustainability, and quality(Rahmat et al., 

2021). Also, controlled environment agriculture (CEA), automated irrigation, and green pest management 

practices have helped decrease environmental footprints while enhancing productivity(Sharma et al., 2022). 
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7.2 Recommendations for Integrating Precision Agriculture with Sustainability Goals 

For long-term viability, agrotech infrastructure investment, training, and AI-driven automation for medicinal 

plant cultivation should be promoted by policymakers(Vaou et al., 2021). Furthermore, standardization of data 

collection protocols, ensuring cybersecurity standards, and the integration of blockchain technology can enhance 

supply chain transparency and adherence to regulations(Mittal et al., 2020). 

7.3 Future Directions in Medicinal Plant Farming and Emerging Technological Trends 

The future of medical plant cultivation is in AI precision phenotyping, nanotechnology-mediated nutrient 

delivery, and climate-resilient crops(Xi et al., 2022). 

Moreover, biotechnology innovation like metabolic engineering and synthetic biology will lead to personalized 

medicinal plant cultivation to meet pharmaceutical need(Monteiro & Santos, 2022). 

References 

Ayoub Shaikh, T., Rasool, T., & Rasheed Lone, F. (2022). Towards leveraging the role of machine learning and 

artificial intelligence in precision agriculture and smart farming. Computers and Electronics in Agriculture, 198, 

107119. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.compag.2022.107119 

Bongomin, O., Yemane, A., Kembabazi, B., Malanda, C., Chikonkolo Mwape, M., Sheron Mpofu, N., & 

Tigalana, D. (2020). Industry 4.0 Disruption and Its Neologisms in Major Industrial Sectors: A State of the Art. 

Journal of Engineering, 2020, 1–45. https://doi.org/10.1155/2020/8090521 

Fitzgerald, M., Heinrich, M., & Booker, A. (2020). Medicinal Plant Analysis: A Historical and Regional 

Discussion of Emergent Complex Techniques. Frontiers in Pharmacology, 10, 1480. 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2019.01480 

Hafeez, A., Husain, M. A., Singh, S. P., Chauhan, A., Khan, Mohd. T., Kumar, N., Chauhan, A., & Soni, S. K. 

(2023). Implementation of drone technology for farm monitoring & pesticide spraying: A review. Information 

Processing in Agriculture, 10(2), 192–203. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.inpa.2022.02.002 

Javaid, M., Haleem, A., Khan, I. H., & Suman, R. (2023). Understanding the potential applications of Artificial 

Intelligence in Agriculture Sector. Advanced Agrochem, 2(1), 15–30. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aac.2022.10.001 

Mittal, D., Kaur, G., Singh, P., Yadav, K., & Ali, S. A. (2020). Nanoparticle-Based Sustainable Agriculture and 

Food Science: Recent Advances and Future Outlook. Frontiers in Nanotechnology, 2, 579954. 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fnano.2020.579954 

Mondejar, M. E., Avtar, R., Diaz, H. L. B., Dubey, R. K., Esteban, J., Gómez-Morales, A., Hallam, B., Mbungu, 

N. T., Okolo, C. C., Prasad, K. A., She, Q., & Garcia-Segura, S. (2021). Digitalization to achieve sustainable 

development goals: Steps towards a Smart Green Planet. Science of The Total Environment, 794, 148539. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2021.148539 

Monteiro, A., & Santos, S. (2022). Sustainable Approach to Weed Management: The Role of Precision Weed 

Management. Agronomy, 12(1), 118. https://doi.org/10.3390/agronomy12010118 

Niazian, M., & Niedbała, G. (2020). Machine Learning for Plant Breeding and Biotechnology. Agriculture, 

10(10), 436. https://doi.org/10.3390/agriculture10100436 

Rahmat, E., Lee, J., & Kang, Y. (2021). Javanese Turmeric (Curcuma xanthorrhiza Roxb.): Ethnobotany, 

Phytochemistry, Biotechnology, and Pharmacological Activities. Evidence-Based Complementary and 

Alternative Medicine, 2021, 1–15. https://doi.org/10.1155/2021/9960813 

Rizan, N., Balasundram, S. K., Shahbazi, A. B., Balachandran, U., & Shamshiri, R. R. (2024). Internet-of-Things 

for Smart Agriculture: Current Applications, Future Perspectives, and Limitations. Agricultural Sciences, 15(12), 

1446–1475. https://doi.org/10.4236/as.2024.1512080 



 

Académique Journal of Quality                Khan et al 

8 | P a g e  A p r i l  2 0 2 5        Exegium Scholarly Press 
 

Sharma, V., Tripathi, A. K., & Mittal, H. (2022). Technological revolutions in smart farming: Current trends, 

challenges & future directions. Computers and Electronics in Agriculture, 201, 107217. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.compag.2022.107217 

Taneja, A., Nair, G., Joshi, M., Sharma, S., Sharma, S., Jambrak, A. R., Roselló-Soto, E., Barba, F. J., Castagnini, 

J. M., Leksawasdi, N., & Phimolsiripol, Y. (2023). Artificial Intelligence: Implications for the Agri-Food Sector. 

Agronomy, 13(5), 1397. https://doi.org/10.3390/agronomy13051397 

Vaou, N., Stavropoulou, E., Voidarou, C., Tsigalou, C., & Bezirtzoglou, E. (2021). Towards Advances in 

Medicinal Plant Antimicrobial Activity: A Review Study on Challenges and Future Perspectives. 

Microorganisms, 9(10), 2041. https://doi.org/10.3390/microorganisms9102041 

Xi, L., Zhang, M., Zhang, L., Lew, T. T. S., & Lam, Y. M. (2022). Novel Materials for Urban Farming. Advanced 

Materials, 34(25), 2105009. https://doi.org/10.1002/adma.202105009 

Yin, H., Cao, Y., Marelli, B., Zeng, X., Mason, A. J., & Cao, C. (2021). Soil Sensors and Plant Wearables for 

Smart and Precision Agriculture. Advanced Materials, 33(20), 2007764. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/adma.202007764 

 


